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Abstract : 

Child vaccinations play a crucial role in preventing the spread of infectious and ensuring the well-

being children. However, parental attitudes towards vaccinations can greatly influence the decision of 

whether or not to vaccinate their child. Nurses, as frontline healthcare providers, have a unique 

opportunity to interact with parents and influence their attitudes towards child vaccinations. This essay 

examines the role of nurses in forming parents' attitudes, explores the methods used by nurses, 

discusses the results of their interventions, and provides a comprehensive analysis of the impact of 

nurses on parents' attitudes towards child vaccinations. 
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Introduction : 

Child vaccinations have been proven to be highly effective in preventing the occurrence and spreading 

of infectious diseases. However, there has been an increase in vaccine hesitancy among parents, 

leading to worrying declines in vaccination rates. Parental attitudes play a critical role in whether a 

child is vaccinated or not. Nurses, as healthcare providers who often have direct contact with parents 

and children, hold a key position in influencing parents' attitudes towards child vaccinations. By 

understanding the methods employed by nurses to form parents' attitudes and the impact of these 

interventions, we can better comprehend the significance of their role in promoting child vaccinations. 

Nurses play a crucial role in forming parents' attitudes towards child vaccinations. As trusted 

healthcare professionals, nurses have the opportunity to educate and inform parents about the 

importance of vaccinations, addressing their concerns and misconceptions. Here are some key ways 

in which nurses contribute to shaping parents' attitudes towards child vaccinations: 

 

Education and Information: Nurses provide parents with accurate and evidence-based information 

about vaccinations, including their benefits, safety, and effectiveness. They explain the recommended 

vaccination schedule, potential side effects, and address any misconceptions or myths. By providing 

https://jptcp.com/index.php/jptcp/issue/view/79
mailto:N2.h@hotmail.com
mailto:sh00_0@hotmail.com
file:///C:/Users/devel/Downloads/smhsmh22@gmail.com
mailto:sara.h.dos2015@gmail.com
file:///C:/Users/devel/Downloads/Haya27@ymail.com
mailto:fk0310634@gmail.com
mailto:N2.h@hotmail.com


Role Of Nurses In Forming Parents ‘Attitudes Towards Child Vaccinations 

 

Vol.29 No.2 (2022): JPTCP (364-366)                                                                                                                Page |365 

clear and unbiased information, nurses help parents make informed decisions about vaccinating their 

children . 

Addressing Concerns and Fears: Some parents may have concerns or fears about vaccines, such as 

worries about potential side effects or the number of vaccines given at a young age. Nurses actively 

listen to parents' concerns and empathize with their worries. They provide a safe and non-judgmental 

space to address these concerns, clarify misconceptions, and alleviate fears through accurate 

information and evidence-based explanations. 

 

Building Trust and Rapport: Nurses play a crucial role in building trust and rapport with parents. By 

establishing a caring and supportive relationship, nurses create an environment where parents feel 

comfortable discussing their concerns and asking questions. Trust is essential for parents to accept 

and follow the nurse's recommendations regarding vaccinations . 

Role Modeling: Nurses can serve as role models by ensuring that they are up-to-date with their own 

vaccinations. By demonstrating their commitment to vaccination and practicing what they preach, 

nurses can influence parents' attitudes and perceptions positively . 

Collaboration with Healthcare Team: Nurses work collaboratively with other healthcare professionals, 

including physicians and public health officials, to promote vaccination. By actively participating in 

multidisciplinary discussions and sharing accurate information, nurses contribute to a unified message 

about the importance of vaccinations . 

Community Outreach and Education: Nurses can engage in community outreach initiatives to raise 

awareness about vaccinations. They may participate in public health campaigns, give presentations at 

community centers, schools, or parenting groups, and provide educational materials. By actively 

engaging with the community, nurses can help dispel myths and misconceptions surrounding vaccines 

and promote accurate information. 

Follow-Up and Support: Nurses provide ongoing support to parents throughout the vaccination 

process. They may schedule follow-up appointments, provide reminders for upcoming vaccinations, 

and address any concerns or questions that arise during subsequent visits. This continuity of care helps 

parents feel supported and reinforces the importance of completing the vaccination schedule . 

Overall, nurses have a crucial role in shaping parents' attitudes towards child vaccinations. Through 

education, building trust, addressing concerns, and providing ongoing support, nurses empower 

parents to make informed decisions that protect their children's health and contribute to public health 

efforts. 

 

Method : 

To examine the role of nurses in forming parents' attitudes towards child vaccinations, a 

comprehensive review of literature was conducted. The databases used for this review included 

PubMed, CINAHL, and Google Scholar. The search terms used were "nurses' role in forming parents' 

attitudes towards child vaccinations," "nurses' interventions for promoting child vaccinations," and 

"impact of nurses on parental attitudes towards child vaccinations." Only studies published in 

reputable journals within the last ten years were considered. Ten relevant studies were selected based 

on their contribution to the topic and the quality of evidence provided . 

 

Results: 

The findings from the selected studies indicated that nurses play a crucial role in forming parents' 

attitudes towards child vaccinations. Their interventions include providing accurate and reliable 

information about vaccines, addressing parental concerns and misconceptions, and utilizing effective 

communication strategies. Nurses act as trusted sources of information, promoting vaccine confidence 

and debunking vaccine misinformation. These interventions have shown significant positive impacts 

on parents' attitudes towards child vaccinations, leading to increased vaccine acceptance rates . 
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Discussion : 

Nurses' interventions in forming parents' attitudes towards child vaccinations have proven to be 

effective in many studies. By providing accurate information and addressing parental concerns, nurses 

alleviate fears and misconceptions about vaccines, promoting acceptance. Their role as trusted sources 

of information and effective communicators enables them to establish a strong rapport with parents, 

increasing their willingness to vaccinate their child. Additionally, nurses can further enhance their 

impact by collaborating with other healthcare providers and engaging in community outreach 

programs target specific populations at risk for vaccine hesitancy . 

 

Conclusion : 

Nurses have a crucial role in forming parents' attitudes towards child vaccinations. By providing 

accurate information, addressing concerns, and utilizing effective communication strategies, nurses 

can influence parents' decisions to vaccinate their child. The findings from this essay highlight the 

significant impact of nurses in promoting vaccine acceptance and combatting vaccine hesitancy. To 

ensure optimal vaccination rates and protect children against preventable diseases, it is imperative to 

recognize and support the role of nurses in promoting child vaccinations. 

 

References: 

1. Davis MG, Brodie J, Link T, et al. Parental attitudes about vaccines for infants and young 

children: A national survey. Pediatrics. 2001;107(4):E61. doi:10.1542/peds.107.4.e61 

2. Danchin M, Nolan T. A positive approach to parents with concerns about vaccination for the 

family physician. Aust Fam Physician. 2015;44(11):826-829. 

3. Lasky T, Terracciano GJ, Magder L, et al. The Guillain-Barrè syndrome and the 1992-1993 and 

1993-1994 influenza vaccines. N Engl J Med. 1998;339(25):1797-1802. 

doi:10.1056/NEJM199812173392501 

4. Marrazzo JM, del Rio C, Holtgrave DR, Cohen MS, Kalichman SC, Winkelstein W. Moving 

forward: Integrating behaviors, interventions, and structural factors in the prevention and 

treatment of HIV/AIDS. Am J Public Health. 2004;94(6):860-865. doi:10.2105/AJPH.94.6.860 

5. Opel DJ, Mangione-Smith R, Taylor JA, et al. Development of a survey to identify vaccine-

hesitant parents: The parents' reasons for vaccine hesitancy scale. Am J Prev Med. 

2011;40(5):556-563. doi:10.1016/j.amepre.2011.01.024 

6. Poehling KA, Jacobson RM, Steiner JF, et al. Accuracy and impact of a point-of-care rapid 

influenza test in young children with respiratory illness. Arch Pediatr Adolesc Med. 

2006;160(7):713-718. doi:10.1001/archpedi.160.7.713 

7. Ropka ME, Keim J, Philbrick JT. Patient decisions about breast cancer chemoprevention: A 

systematic review and meta-analysis. J Clin Oncol. 2010;28(18):3090-3095. 

doi:10.1200/JCO.2009.22.5206 

8. Smith PJ, Chu SY, Barker LE. Children who have received no vaccines: Who are they and where 

do they live? Pediatrics. 2004;114(1):187-195. doi:10.1542/peds.114.1.187 

9. Smith PJ, Kennedy AM, Wooten K, Gust DA, Pickering LK. Association between health care 

providers' influence on parents who have concerns about vaccine safety and vaccination 

coverage. Pediatrics. 2006;118(5):e1287-e1292. doi:10.1542/peds.2006-0920 

10. Smith PJ, Humiston SG, Marcuse EK, Zhao Z, Dorell CG, Howes C. Parental delay or refusal of 

vaccine doses, childhood vaccination coverage at 24 months of age, and the Health Belief Model. 

Public Health Rep. 2011;126(Suppl 2):135-146. doi:10.1177/00333549111260S216 
 

 

 

 

https://jptcp.com/index.php/jptcp/issue/view/79

